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ad ought 52 #6 have on, and not to leave the 
other undone. 


1 1 920k atop 
is a maſter | ee unhappy cocliderstan TORY 
ſerve, what He ats and gy cn what Feudsand 
es there are among us concerning, the 
— e of the Church, Forms of Govern- 
ment, "Ms es of \ 55 „ and OE NE: jigs 
roper, and, mediate." endency of. the, Chriſtian 
f Religi ion ere. to introduce Tendeney of of Di viſion, - 
ſet the Father againſt the Son, the Daughter in Law Luke 12. 
againſt. her Nane er in Law; in a word, to extirpate 53. 
Peace and Unanimity from amongſt Men. 
But 5 . N this Soca the more eaf- 


ven on all hands. | 

In the opinion of the $6 Se parac ts we did under 
the imputation of Popery, feen and an Im- 
pure Worſhip; we are e as laying the Treat. 


eſt Nieeſs,0 3 85 Greamtancats, in the mean while 
B 5 deen 
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neglecting the mx Baey Ir 8 yous the more weighty ti 
matters pf :the Law "Judged, Merdy, And Faith; WW ;; 
an accuſation as groundleſs as tis uncharitable ; as 
if our Church had not as high a regard. and eſleem 
for the Great and Subſtantial Duties of Religion, as 1 
any of our Diſſenting Brethren can Pretend to have ; 5 
or as if ſhe did ſet up the Obſervance of Rites and 
Cerèmotties æbove tha pructixe of the Ohriftian Lap, 
and did fix as high a- Value 1 things which we 


own td be mache Nane iferent, as upon the i = 
5 0 and Immutable Laws of Right * Reafon. No; il © 
Theſe we acknowledge ought certainly to be done, 5 
and yet. ought not the other to be left undone. 0 
Again ochers there are, WHO öpefify Pröfefs indeed the 
FConmunion with out Church, y et were it to be wilh⸗ II 
ed that the y ha a not by be que inſinuations and a- ge 
Qings given cauſe of being ſh Ppetkec ſuch, as endea- tha 
van 8 undermine it. 510 peer wog oe dy 
of het, when We hear hentene ne þ 
jully/contend for one Form of G wee Ry 
mother, as Men 6 ans ae n Sp, 1 
tit, devoid of that Love and Charity; to their Bre. N of 
thren Which the Goſpel requires, - t 1Goks. ſome- tig 
what like a delign, wiſh I Todd nbtfay/it; of fub- pol 


verting, at leaſt it difcovers a ECAC Ole 115 and In- 
differency towAtd'c ou prefent” :ſtabliſmmenc' ; "When 
Men, 211 it has been obvious to obſerve, ſome have 


144 


done, under a ſpecious pretence of 5 
ſome neceſfiry*apd Effential Part of Religion, for 
Mſtance the Great ! Duty gf Love and: Clark ! hall 
make it their Princip ire! aint a) nd dClign' t einn 
und"diſcouraye art Juſt regen Nec cat dhe 


to 
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f Church, of Englayd.in: 


timating; thro the hole ſeries Of their diſcourſes, 


that; an: hearty. cancern and; Affection, for the Am 
is inconſiſtent with our r s, Precept ob; lo- 
ving one another; and that a 


i. £ = 


Diſcipline and Communion: of the Church, were 


= 


naturally deſtructive of that Benevolence and Kind- 


% 


nels we ought to ſhew to our Brethren, | Certainly, 


one would think, that the Duty of Chriſtian; Love 
might be ſufficiently enforc'd from various Topics, 
without pleading at the fame time for Eraſtianifm : 
Our Charity without doubt may be diffuſive and U- 
niverſal, without breaking up the Encloſures of the 


Church, and leaving every one at Liberty to rove as 


the ſuggeſtions of a wild Fancy ſhall carry him. 


This is à Notion indeed we could never have cxpe- 


cted to hear, but from the mouth of ſome one of 
that Upſtart Frantic Sect, who diſtinguiſh themſelves 
by the name of Philadelphians, or the Family of Love. 
In a word, the Duties of Juke, Mercy, Chari- 


ty, Patience, Forgiveneſs, of Injuries, and the like, 


are matters of an indiſpenſable Obligation; and that 
of Univerſal Love is the true Characteriſtic of Chri- 
ſanity; yet there are other things, which tho' of a 
politive:and temporary obligation are neceſſary too; 
not upon their own account; but in order to ſome 


goc d end and purpoſe for ſecuring to us ſome ad- 
at 


vantage or benefit not otherwiſe attainable ; and 


therefore not to be omitted and neglected as things 
wholly uſeleſs and ſuperfluous. The former of theſe 
we ought to do, and not to leave the other undone, 


The word mum theſe may "a either 
rogue 2 "7 


riꝙ adherence to the 
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to the firſt and more remote, or to the latter and 
more near antecedent; in either conſtruction the 


ſenſe is the ſame, and e we find, that Ex- 
oſitors vary in referring it; I ſhall chuſe with our 


Hammond Learned Paraphraſt, to connect the Relative with 


in loc. 


the neareſt Member of the Period, in this ſenſe; Theſe, 


vi. the Great Duties of Fudgment, Mercy, and 


Faith ought ye to have done, and not to leave the o- 

ther, tho' matters of a far inferior nature and leſs 

needful, n. 
Which words, as indeed the whole Chapter, are 


levell d by our Saviour againſt the ſuperſtitious Pha- 
riſees; the main of whoſe Religion was meer Pomp 


and Outſide. They were exact to a nicety in mat- 
ters of leſs moment, as the paying tithe of mint, a- 
niſe, and cummin; for which there was no Precept 
in the Law, nothing but ine o- 
bliging them thereto: but as to things of the greateſt 
weight and concern, as for the Duties of the firſt 


and ſecond Table, they were as regardleſs and re- 


miſs therein, as they were obſervant and rigorous in 
the other. Hereupon our Saviour doth juſtly re- 
prove them for this their præpoſterous practice. 
Theſe ought ye to have done: but at the ſame time 
doth not abſolve them of their Obligation: tothe o- 
ther, and not to leave the other undont. 


The words I ſhall conſider, as they relate to our 


ſelves embodied in a Church, as were the Jews; and 
examine how far our Conſtitution may be concern- 
ed in this Aphoriſm; whether we have duly obſerv d 
it as we ought, or Whether we are deficient on the main 
ſide, as were the Scribes and Phariſees of old; . - 90 

22 3k _ 


before the Univerſity of Cambridge. 
farther yet, as ſome will have it: whether it may not 
be urg d to our reproof in this manner. Theſe ought 


ye to have done, and to have left the other undone. 


I. As to what things are of abſolute neceſſity to 
be obſerv'd by us, I mean, the Great Duties of the 
Goſpel, Iſhall only fay thus much at preſent, that 
believe it a matter of no ſmall difficulty for thoſe 


who diſlike our Communion, to inſtance in any 
Church from the Age of the Apoſtles down to this 


time, more truly Evangelical both as to DoQtrine and 


Manners; than the Church of England is : There 


is not any thing throughout her whole Conſtitution 
that doth warrant, or give the leaſt countenance to 
any Errors either in Faith or Practice. And there- 
fore the Faults that any of her Members ſhall hap- 


pen to be charg'd with, ought not to be alledgd in 
prejudice of our Church; as if thro' her means they 


had been Guilty of them. That there are ſome, 


who are more ſollicitous for the Circumſtantials, than 
the Eſſentials of Religion, and who value them 


{elves rather upon the Name of a Church- man, than 
that of a Chriſtian, is a truth too well known, I 


fear, to be diſputed. As for ſuch, whoever they 


are, ey are equally obnoxious to our Saviour's re- 
prehen 


would be moſt unreaſonable to fix this Character 


upon the whole Body of the Conformiſts ; where- 
as what our Saviour charges the Phariſees with, he 
charges the whole Se& with. A Sect corrupted all 
over in Doctrines as well as Practice; accounting 


their Oral Traditions as Authentic and Obltgatory, 


yea more fo, than the written Word of God; and 


i eſteem- 


jon with the Scribes and Phariſees: But it 
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eſteeming of their Rites and Ceremonies, as trifling 
and as numerous as they were, as things equally ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation with the Great Duties of Mo- 
rality. But nothing of this nature can, with any 
ſhew of Truth, be objected to us conſider'd as a 
Church or Society of Men agreeing in ſuch a Form 
of Worſhip; and therefore are we clear, in the firſt 
place, from that heavy Accuſation the Jews lay un- 
der, of having neglected the main and neceſſary parts 
of Religion, the things which ought eſpecially, and 
above all other to be done. 1 Hg 
II. But then, fecondly, what I chiefly, deſign to 
inſiſt on from theſe words, is to examine whether 
the Circumſtantials of our Religion, the Form of 
our Government, the Manner of our Worſhip, the 
| Rites and Ceremonies that are enjoyn d are of the 
number of thoſe things that ought not to be left un- 
done, or whether, as ſome pretend, they art unne- 
ceflary impoſitions intrenching upon our Chriſtian 
Liberty, and ſuch as give Men juft occaſion of di- 
viding from us. And in order hereunto I ſhall pro- 
ceed in this Method. 2 
Firſt, I ſhall ſhew that ſome Form of Govern- 
ment or other, ſome particular Modes and Circum- 
gong of Worſhip muſt of neceſſity be obſerved 
us. 5 . N 
_ That if any of theſe matters are left undeter- 
min d by our Lord and his Apoſtles ; they fall with- 
in the Magiſtrates Power, who may and ought , as 
— Prudence ſhall be thought beſt, to fix and ſettle 
'ThEem. M 43916 5 
3. That as matters are already determin'd and ct 
= tic 
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uſeful, and nothing is enjoyned, but what is inno- 
cent and inoffenſive. Of theſe in their order, and 
with the utmoſt brevity J can. $4 

Firſt, 'Some Form of Government or other, 
ſome particular Modes and Circumſtances of Re- 
ligious Worſhip muſt of neceſſity be o erv'd by us. 
When our Saviour told St. Peter that he would 


gore WE — * 1 


any thing elſe thereby, than that he deſign'd to in- 
corporate all thoſe who ſhould profeſs his Religion 


and Cenſures from. all other of Humane Inſtitution 
to unite them into a Regular Body, whereof he 
himſelf would be the Head. Now 1n this Religi- 


and Government, without which it is impoſſible that 
ry individual Diſciple of Chriſt left at Liberty to 
ſtraggle as he pleas d, to worſhip God after his Wn 
way, were nothing of Externals in Religion to be 
preſcrib*d;' and the Terms of Communion to be no 
other than the Terms of Salvation; what would be- 


a Regular Religious Community, which the very 
Notion of a Church doth import, that inſtead there- 
of we ſhould only be a confus d Multitude „a, diſ- 
r Ehedians: OG HT 


„ * * 


tled in our Church, they are highly expedient and 


1 = —— n n —_— SE” - . 
— — = 9 8 — — — — — 9 _ 
_ — —y„—- —„—-— 8 IS ET Ws - el 
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VET, | * | 


build himſelf a Church; *tis difficult to underſtand my Fs 


into a Society, diſtinct in its Nature, Offices, Laws 


ous Polity, as in all other Societies and Bands of 
Men, we immediately diſcover a neceſſity of Order 


* ſhould ſubſiſt as ſuch. Were eve- 


come bf that Church which our Saviour did deſign 
to erect. 80 far ſhould we be from compoſing 


; > I 1 40 Bun 23 5 
But our bleſſed | Lotd, ho 79 not he Author of 1 Cor. 14. - 
Confuſion, has determin'd otherwiſe; twas his full 33 
a purpoſe. 


Epheſ. 4. 


4 | 11, 12. 
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purpoſe and intent that his Followers ſhould be 


form d into a Regular Body, calld his Church; 


whereof every National Chriſtian Church is a par; 


requiſite therefore is it that Order and Government 


be obſerv d in the ſeveral parts of the Church Ca- 
tholic, other wiſe how can it be kept up in the whole? 

And to this end has our Lord appointed and ſub- 
ſtituted Officers under himſelf, ſubordinate to one 
another for the well Governing of the ſame. He 
gave ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome Paſtours and 


Teachers for the perfecting of the Saints ss mov xa» 


eg TW aywy, for the better compacting and fit- 


ting up of Chriſtians into a Body, for the work of 


the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Body of Chrijt. 
This Inſtitution of Miniſters was appointed with a 
deſign there ſhould be a conſtant ſucceſſion of them 


Epheſ. 4. to the Worlds end. i. e. Till de all come in the U- 


nity of the Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the meaſure of the 
ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt. Whence it follows, 
that while as yet the Chriſtian Church is not arri- 


ved at a ſtate of Perfection, either thro want of U- 


nity, Knowledge, or any other advantage neceſſary to 
perfect and compleat it, there is ſtill a need of Pa- 
ſtours and Teachers, and . there muſt 


have been a Power lodg d with thoſe firſt Miniſters 


of Conſtituting others to ſucceed in their room, ac- 
cording as the Exigencies of the Church ſhould re- 
quire, either for the Office of Ruling or Inſtructing. 
And this Deſignation of Officers can ſerve to no 
other end, but the good Diſcipline and due Admi. 

niſtration of Affairs in the Chriſtian Church; ay 

5 conſe- 
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conſequently ſome Form of Eccleſiaſtical Govern- 
ment mult be obſery'd by us, if our Lord's Inſtitu- 
tion lays any obligation upon us to regard it. ,Thus 


alſo, is it requiſite that the Modes and Circumſtan- 


ces of Religious Worſhip be preſcrib'd and ſettled, 


or there can be no ſuch thing as a Publick Worſhip. 


The Time muſt be fix d, the Place appointed, and 
there muſt be an Agreement alſo as to the particu- 
lar Form of it; for ſhoulda number of Men aftem- 
ble themſelves 1n order to the Performance of that 
Solemn Part of Divine Worſhip, Prayer, andevery 
one be left free to uſe what Form he would, the very 
Notion of Publick Worſhip muſt hereby be deſtroy- 
ed; in this caſe here is nothing to Conſtitute it ſuch 
any more than had they been every one at his own 
private Devotions in his reſpective Cloſet. Thus 
we ſee it neceſſary, that the Modes and Circumſtan- 


ces of theſe things ſhould be determin'd, and that 


we be oblig'd ſometimes to the Obſervance of what 
is only indifferent in its own Nature, if we would 
keen the very Being of a Religious Society, and 
cep up in the World what may truly be call a 
Publick Worſhip. To plead therefore, as ſome do, 
for a Univerſality of Proteſtantiſm, in hopes there- 
by of putting an End to our Diviſions; if they 
mean, as I cannot conceive any other, that every 
one ſhould be left free as to the Circumſtantials of 
Religion, and, as I ſaid but now; that the Terms 
of Communion ſhould be the ſame with the Terms 
of Salvation, is to plead for ſuch a Scheme of Re- 
ligion, as was never yet found in any Nation of 
the World. It is ſuch a Notion as is utterly incon- 
8 C ſiſtent 


10 


ed and Regular Societies, Government is Eſſential; 


Plea, and leave no room for it; for then the Terms 
of our Communion could give no offence to any 


Aſpect, what Confuſion will not follow upon this 


partake of the Holy Euchariſt, ſince tis hard to i- 
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ſiſtent with, and deſtructive of the nature of the 
Chriſtian Church, to which, as to all other Form- 


and Government, we know, includes a Power of 
making Laws, and that ſuppoſeth an Obligation 
upon the Conſcience of thofe who are ſubjected to 
that Power, of obeying thoſe Laws; and if fo, then 
there may be neceſlary Terms of Communion real- 
ly diſtinct from the Terms of Salvation. More- 
over yet, were this New Model of Religious Wor- 
ſhip to be ſet on foot; inſtead of bettering our Con- 
dition it would render it yet worſe: For the im- 
mediate and neceſſary Effect of this Latitudinarian 
Principle would be the introducing all manner of 
Confuſion and Diſorder; and conſequently , as the 
Genuine Product thereof, Diſſentions and Diviſi- 

ons. This is unavoidable unleſs Mankind were of 
one mind, which to ſuppoſe would ſuperſede this 


D, e , an: ed. bes. ak wo RET === 
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but would fit as eaſy upon all Men, as this New 
Modification in Religion is ſupposd would do. 
But conſidering Humane Nature, as we find it, di- 
yerſify'd almoſt as much in Opinion as in outward 


Notion; for ſuppoſe we a Number met together to 


magine them unanimouſly conſenting to receive 
the Elements in one and the fame Poſture, where | 
no particular one is preſerib d: Thar diſagreement Þ 
which would happen amongſt them would at laſt 
end in a Separation into diſtindt Congregations i 

= an 
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and as much Difcord and Contention would ariſe as 


ever; but with this remarkable difference, that as 


our Caſe now ſtands, there is the Authority of our 
Governors to engage Men to a Compliance with 
the Orders of the Church; there is a juſt and due 
regard alſo to the Peace and Quiet of that ſame 
Church, and to the preſent decent Eſtabliſhment of 


Matters there to win Men over to, and continue 


them in our Communion; Conſiderations ſufficient 
to induce all to unite, excepting ſome few of a Scru- 


pulous and Tender Conſcience, were it not that ei- 


ther the Prejudices of Education, or a Private In- 


tereſt, or that ſtrong Influence they are under from 
their Teachers did withhold them from ' examining 


into the Merits of the Cauſe, with that Freedom 
and Ingenuity as is requir'd in all our Purſuits after 
Truth. Whereas, on the other ſide, were Men let looſe 
to worſhip after their own way, having no reſtraint or 


obligation upon them from without, the Confuſion & 


Diſorder thereuponenſuing wou'd be great, theDiſſen- 


tions and Differences remedileſs and incurable. Some 
Form of Government therefore or other, ſome certain 


Modes& Circumſtances of Worſhip muſt of neceſlity 
beEſtabliſh'd but how or by whom they are to be pre- 
icrib'd & fix d; I proceed in the next place to examine. 

2. If any of theſe Matters are left undetermin'd by 
our Lord, and his Apoſtles, they fall within the Ma- 
giſtrates Power, who may and ought, as in Prudence 
ſhall be thought beſt, to fix and ſettle them. Upon 
this Propofition the main hinge of the Controverſy 
turns; and if the Truth of it can be made apparent, 
then that Darling Principle of the Sectaries, that Fun- 


1 damental 
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damental Maxim of Puritaniſm, vi. That nothing 
ought to be eftablifh'd in the Worſhip of God, but 
what wwe ; have expreſs. warrant for in the Holy Scri- 
prures either by. Wa .of Example „ or poſiti ve Pre. 
cept, muſt fall to the Ground, as having no ſupport 

either from Reaſon or Revelation. And this I Hall 
3 _ endeavor to evince with what Brevity and Perſpi- 
1 cuity can. And firſt, whoever argues that, becauſe 
the Manner and Circumſtances of Divine Worthip 
are not particularly defin d in the Word of God, tis 
preſumptuous, and beyond the reach of Humane Au- 
thority to interpoſe, and determine what God has 
leſt indifferent, proceeds upon a miſtaken Principle, 
vg. That the Holy Scriptures are a compleat and a- 
dequate Rule of Divine Worſhip. Thus far indeed 
they ſerve as a Rule, and an excellent one too; in 
that they giye us right and worthy Conceptions of 
the Divine Nature, the true and only Object of Re- 
ligious Worſhip, in that they have preſcrib' d us in 
general what ought to be the ſubject Matter of our 
Petitions, yea taught us alſo how we ſhould be diſ- 
pos d and affected when we ſet about the Perform- 
ance of Holy Duties, and directed us to that Media- 
tor in whoſe Name, and for whoſe ſake alone our 
Prayers and our ſelves thus qualify' d, ſhall be heard | 
ar ener yet to denominate the Scriptures a com- 
pleat and adequate Rule of Divine Worſhip ina ſtrict WM. 
and proper ſenſe, it had been neceſſary they ſhould 
have deſcended to the preſcribing us all the ſeveral 
Forms of Supplications that ſhould: ever be uſed, to 
the determination of Habits and Geſtures, in a word, 
ve ſhould then have been limited as to all the _ p 
| | . e nce? BF 
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ſtances belonging to Divine Service: but this had been 


endleſs and impracticable, ſo infinitly various and mu- 
table are theſe things. Lis ſufficient, and all that can 
reaſonably be expected, for the Scriptures to point 
out the main Lines and Precepts of our Duty, leaving 
other Matters to be determin'd, if needful, by thoſe 

who are in Authority, as in Prudence they ſhall judge 
moſt expedient. Lion which account it is that the 
Ordaining of Ritesand Ceremonies in the Church by 
thoſe who are ſet over it, is no encroachment upon the 
Prerogative of our Lord, as Head of the Church, any 


more than the private Municipal Laws of any Town 


Corporate are an Invaſion of the great Legiſlative 
Power of the Kingdom. IT re 


Neither is it repugnant, in the next place, to Scri- 


pture, that ſome things be eſtabliſſd in the Worſhip 


of God, for which there is no particular Precept, or 
Example to be found there; unleſs it be firſt prov'd, 
that nothing ought to obtain the force of a Law, but 


what is already ſpecify d in the Word of God; and to 


aſſert this were to deſtroy the Nature of all Humane 
Laws, the proper ſubject matter of which are things 


Indifferent, and to leave the bare name of aMagiſtrate 
without any Power or Authority belonging thereto. 


To ſay, that Chriſtian Magiſtrates have only a Pow 


er of executing the Laws that Chriſt has already eſta- 
bliſh' d, but no Right to enjoyn us the Obſervance of 
new ones in matters of Religion, is an Aſſertion that 


carries with it a fort of Repugancy: for certainly a 


Power of putting a Law in force, ſuppoſesa Power al- 


ſo of enacting any By-Laws, that ſhall be thought no- 
cellary fox the more effectual ſecurity of that Law. But 


ſay; 
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ſay our Adverſaries; the uſe of things indifferent in the 


Worſhip of God, weacknowledge to beinnocent and 
allowable, or rather unavoidable; but when any one 


ſhall aſſume a Power of confining us to ſuch or ſuch 
uſages, and ſhall require our obſervance of thoſe 


things, to which before we were left free; This is it 
that makes them unlawful. A ſtrange and ſurprizing 
way of arguing! A Poſition abſurd and incredible 
That what is in it ſelf Lawful, when lawfully com- 
manded ſhall become Unlawful; This is to induce 
ſuch a permutation into the nature of things as they 


are utterly incapable of. Beſides , ſince tis evident 
that nothing can be unlawful, but what either deviates = 


from, and is contradictory to ſome Law Divine, or 


Humane, Natural or Poſitive; ſince nothing, I fay, 


is ſinful upon the account of its being not command- 
ed, but becauſe it is forbidden; whenever the ſubject 


Matter of the Magiſtrates Injunctions is of this na- 
ture, vir. not forbidden, and therefore innocent; 
Hoy can either that Injunction become unwarranta- 
ble, or the Obedience that is given to it be in anywiſe 


ſinful? But that which ſeems to be the moſt plauſible 


pretence againſt the Magiſtrates Power of defining in 


Caſes Indiſferent, is what they urge of that Freedom 


olf the Chriftian Inſtitution which we are advis d to 
Oal. 5.1. maintain and vindicate. Stand faſt in the liberty where- 


with Chriſit hath made us free, and be not intangled a- 


Lain with the yoak of Bondage. Whatever therefore, 
in matters of Religion eſpecially, ſhall lay an 8 ; 
tion upon the Conſcience where our Saviour has left it 
free, is to be eſteem'd, ſay ſome, as a Violation of our 
Chriſtian Liberty. But upon an enquiry into = _ 
LIT e Notion 
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tecedent to the making of thoſe Vows He. are upon 
the ſame account unjuſtifiable; for thereby alſo are we 


obſervance of Humane Laws, and at the ſame time 


that are enjoyn'd us. Whoever therefore ſhall at- 
doth thereby really infringe our Freedom ; which was. 


_ Circumciſion with other Mofaical Rites were of equal 
neceſlity with the ChrifttanLaw in order to Salvation: 


were alwaysunderofrend 
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 Notwn of this our Liberty, the ſpeeiouſneſs of the 


of a thing indifferent be an unlawful Abridgment of | | 
our Liberty, then all ſort of Vows, Contracts, and 4 


Promifes,- where there was no obligation upon us an- 


determin'd on one fide, when before we were free to 
either. This therefore cannot certainly be the true No- 
tion of Chriſtian Liberty; for ' tis madneſs to imagine 
that the Chriſtian Religion doth exempt us from the 


enjoyn us Obedience to Magiſtrates. It muſt conſiſt 
in ſome what elſe, viz. in the Judgment and Opinion 
we are taught to have of the nature of thoſe things 


tempt to impoſe upon us the obſervance of any thing 
indifferent, as of that which is neceſſary in its nature, 
the caſe of thoſe whow St. Paul exhorted to ſtand fast 
in their Liberty. They were tau ht to believe that 


But nothing of this nature can be charg d upon our 
Church zwe own that things in themſelves indifferent, 
continue ſo even after their injunction; but the abſer- 
vance of them is not a matter indifferent; And yet, 
notwithſtanding this neceſſity of obſervance, here is 
no new corel gelen luperinducd upon the Con- 
ſcience, 8 „over and above what 
there was before; but on. W we 
ring Obedience to our Go- 

| vernors. 
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vernors in all things lawful, is now determin'd and 
apply'd to ſome particular matter. Upon the whole 
it is evident, that the Magiſtrate , without uſurping 
upon the Conſciences of Men, may determine them 
in the uſe of indifferent things, and ought ſo todo out 
1 Cor. 14. Of a regard to that Apoſtolical Precept, that allthings 


be done decently and in order, than which there can be 


no more likely method of conſerving Peace and Uni- 
ty among us. Tis not to be thought, that the Go- 
vernors of our Church have preſcribd us Forms and 
Modes of Worſhip outofa meer oftentation of their 
Authority, or witha deſign of puttinga yoak upon 


the necks of Men; but that by ſettling an Agreement 


and Uniformity in External Worſhip, they might at 
once provide both for the Decency and — 
thereof, and keep up alſo that Love and Concord in 
the minds of Men, at leaſt in relation to theſe matters, 
which our Religion doth ſo earneſtly preſs, and in- 
culcate upon us, and if ſo, with what face either of 
Truth or Ingenuity can it be urg d and our preſent |} 
| juſtly offended 
their Inferiors by unneceſſary Impoſitions? But this 


brings me to the third particular. 


3. That as matters are already determin'd and ſet- 
tled in our Church they are highly expedient and uſe- 


ful, and nothing is enjoyn'd but what is innocent and 


inoffenſive. The Form of our Government is Epi- 
ſcopal, 1. e. There is a Subordination of Miniſters in 


the Church, a Superior Order of Men, asBiſhops, | 
preſiding over others inferior, as Prieſts and Dea- 


cons. And this diſtinction of Officers, tai | 
not only of Office and Employment, but of a, #1 
| | | 8 5 | 10. 


of the Apoſtles themſelves, but communicated to others 
is evident from St. Pauls entruſting Timothy and Titus 


altho ſome have thought it their Intereſt to diſpute, and 


bout the 3 of this Government is at an end; they 
a 


miſcuouſly uſed for each other; unleſs they alſo prove 


Government of a claſs of Presbyters : We will grant 
them, if they pleaſe, that the Biſhops and Deacons at Philip: u. 


before the Univerſity of Cambridge. 7 | 
ſo, is of Divine Inſtitution, of Apoſtolical and Catholic 
Practice. That the Apoſtolical Power of Governing Church 


e, and Ordaining Elders was not peculiar to the Perſons 1-44 


with the care and inſpection of the Churches of Epheſus 
and Creet, with the ſame Power of Preſidency and Ordi- 
nation, as he himſelf would have exercisd,- had not the 
peculiar nature of his Office requir'd his preſence in other 
places for the propagation of the Goſpel. ' And asto Ca- 
tholic Practice, that the ancient Church did univerfally 
conform to this Model of Government, is abundantly e- 
vident from the concurrent Teſtimony of Eccleſiaſticſri- _ 1 
ters. But eſpecially from the Ignatian Epiſtles, thoſe, I wp... 


{> 2 . N 2 * Cap. 3553 
mean, mention dy Euſebius, the Authority of which 


haveendeayor'd to prove them Suppoſetitzous, yet ſo fſtre- 
nuouſly have they been aſſerted to their proper Author 
by the Learned Bp Pearſon, that tis thought no one for Vindic. 
the future will call them in queſtion: If the Epiſtles then, LY 
that bear the name of that moſt Ancient Primitive Writer 
are really his, our Controverſy with the Presbyterians a- 


can urge nothing farther againſt us. It will make very lit 
tle for their purpoſe to tell us, that the words 'Emmor@» 
and HezoSurre@®» Biſhop and Elder were heretofore pro- 


that, when thoſe words were applied to the ſame per- 
ſons, Chriſtian Churches were under the ſole Power and 1 
9 
| 


Philippi wereno other than Presbyters and Deacons ; for | 
| . 5 | 52 ö 
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| Theodor. *tis well known, from a famous paſſage of Theodoret which 
in 1 Tim. has been often cited, the ſenſe of which is this, That they 


( 

3. whoſucceeded the Apoſtles in the ſupreme uriſdiction over 
| Churches were uſually call'd Apoſtles, till in proceſs of time | 
that name was reſerv'd to thoſe who were more properly and l 
eminently ſo, and that of Biſhop was appropriated to ſuch e 

as before were ſtild Apoſtles. This Argument therefore j 

from the uſe of words, being inſufficient to ſhew that the 
Churches were govern'd by a College of Presbyters, we 4 
aſſert alſo, that as no evidence can be produc'd from the | 
Ne Teſtament, ſo neither from any Author of Anti- 
Hier. com, Quity in favor thereof. As for what St. Ferome has at- a 
in Epiſt. ad tempted in this cauſe, it will amount to no proof, and his 0 
am. e. Opinion of the Riſe of Epiſcopacy is no leſs inconſiſtent 8 
4 with his own Aſſertions elſe where, _ with expreſs Te- 
ſtimonies of more Ancient Fathers, ſuch as were better a- 

ble to acquaint us what was the Form of Church-Govern- 0 

ment in the Infancy of Chriſtianity, than he could be; f. 

not to mention other Conſiderations that have been fre- t 
quently . . to invalidate and overthrow that Conceit Il © 

of his touching the Original of Epiſcopai Government. ſ 

And what if after all there is no poſitive and expreſs Com- 

mand in Scripture that this Form of Government be uni- II *! 

verſally obſery'd; are we therefore at liberty to ſet up Wl © 

what Form we pleaſe; certainly not: For where Epiſco- K 

pacy doth not obtain, and yet may be had, tis an unac- Il © 


countable deviation from Apoſtolical practice, and the W © 
univerſal conſent of the Church, which if they are not 00 
allow'd equivalent to a Precept; yet it ought to be con- le 
fider'd that we have the ſame evidence, that the deriva- th 
tion of EpiſcopalGovernment from the Apoſtles is of Di- 
vine Inſt itution; as the Obſervation of the Lord's Day, 
— | 6 or 
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or the Canon of Scripture. Thus alſo as to Liturgies and 
Set Forms of Prayer; which, beſides their great uſeful- 
neſs and expediency beyond that of Extemporary Effu- 
ſions, come recommended to us by Antiquity. They were 
us'din the Jewiſh Church, and all along in the Chriſtian, L 
as may appear, if not by the Liturgies that paſs under the Biblio 
names of St. James, St. Mark, Clement, and others; yet Patrun:. 
by Decrees of Councils, and the Writings of the Fathers. 
Altho it muſt be own d in behalf of thoſe Liturgies that 774 c x 
ſeveral Learned Men have thought them not entirely Mo- Con, Mi 
dern, but Ancient as to the main ſubſtance of them, tho © '*- 
afterwards corrupted, or alter'd as the occaſions of things 
did require. However, upon a conceſſion that noLitur- 
oy, or entire Form of Public Service can be produc'd that 
is of very early date, and undoubted credit; yet that ſta- 
ted Prayers and Hymns were of uſe even in the firſt Ages 
of the Church, is more than probable from divers pa{- 
lages in the Ancient Fathers, and other Authors; and if 
this be not ſufficient to countenance us in the uſe of 
Forms, we haye the Example of our Lord himſelf pre- 
(cribing one to his Diſciples, which, we are well aſſur d. 
was in uſe amongſt the Primitive Chriſtians; ſo far were 
they from eſteeming it no other than a Directory or Pat- 
tern whereby to frame their Petitions. We have alſo the 
known practice of the Reform d Churches abroad vindi- 
cating us from ſingularity in this matter, and yet this our 
Obſervance, together with the Epiſcopal Government 
of our Church arealledg'd as the main and principal cau- 
ſes of the Separation. What hopes can there then be 
that a Comprehenſion will be of any ſervice to the uniting | 
us, unleſs we will call this a Comprehenſion, to yield up 


every particular wherein we differ, and go over to * 5 
"I'S. cher 
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ther ſide? And here we ſhall be at a loſs where to fix; ſince 
the Presbyterians and Independents are no leſs at variance 
with each other about the Form of their Government, 
than either of them are with the Church of England. But 
proceed; as for the obſervance of any Geſture or Habit 
requir d by our Church, or as to the Ceremonies we re- 


tain, never was any yet able to prove them unlawful, 


and ſo long we may fairly account them innocent, and 
conſidering alſo the number of them is ſo ſmall, ſuch was 


the Moderation of our firſt Reformers, they can give no 
juſt cauſe of offence, and therefore are inoffenſive. 


And now, if it has been made to appear that our Form 
of Church Government 1s preſcrib'd in Scripture, and 


that ſome certain Modes of Religious Worſhip are of nc- 


ceſſity to be obſery'd by us; and that the Magiſtrate has a 


Power of determining theſe Circumſtances not other wile 
order'd in Scripture; and if, as they are already deter- 


min d in our Church, they are highly expedient and uſe- 


ful; and nothing is enjoyn'd but what is innocent and in- 
offenſive; then ought we all to have an hearty Concern 
for the Safety of this our Church, a Church whoſe Con- 
ſtitution in all reſpects is ſo well order d, as to make it the 
ſubject of Admiration amongſt Proteſtants abroad, and 


would do ſo at home too, did not Prejudice and the Inte- 


reit of a Party, diſable ſome, and render others unwilling 
to diſcern any thing in our Communion that can oblige 


them to unite with us. Weought, I ſay, to have a real 


concern for the Security and Preſervation of that Church, 


which under the Divine Providence hath been the ſtrong- 
eſt Bulwark and Defence of the Reform d Religion in 
this Nation, witneſs the many excellent and ſeaſonable 


Difcourſes publiſh'd by the worthy Members of her 
woes FU N 


before the Univerſity of Cambridge. 
Communion, at a time when Popery and Superſtition 
were threatning to enter in upon us; an evident token of 
that ſincere diſlike and abhorrence our Church has of the 
Romiſh Corruptions, anda clear proof how unworthily 

ſhe has been miſrepreſented, as ſymbolizing with them. 
Let us remember allo that our Church of England is the 


Preſerver of Order and Solemnity in tne Worſhip of 
God, the Promoter of Peace and Quiet in the State, the 
Propagatreſs of ſound Doctrine, the Pillar and Sup- 


port of the true Orthodox Faith. For Confirmation of 
this, we need but reflect upon the times of the late Re- 
bellion, where we cannot but obſerve, when the Church 
was fallen, together with the great Patron and Defender 
of it, what a Deluge of Abſurdities in Religion over- 
ſpread the Land, what monſtrous Opinions and Erro- 
_ neous Doctrines w Publickly vented from the Pulpit, 

and taught the People; as the Pamphlets of thoſe days 
ſufficiently teſtify. And when the Polity both Civil 
and Eccleſiaſtic was new modell d, under a pretence of 


reducing it to a more Chriſtian Form, inſtead of Or- 


der there was Confuſion, inſtead of Government, A- 


narchy, inſtead of a Regular Community of Chriſtians, 


2 Tumultuous Rabble of Innovators in Religion; yea 
the whole Nation was no other than a Chaos, and ne- 
ver found reſt till it had reafſum'd its ancient Form of 
Government both in Church and State. | 
For theſe Reaſons is it, viz. For preſerving the Peo- 
ple from the Errors, of Popery on the one hand, and 
choſe of the Sectaries on the other, that our Church is not 
over-fond' of a Toleration, not out of an unwilling- 
acts to indulge a well- meaning Diſſenter, but that ſhe 
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ther ſide? And here we ſhall be at a loſs where to fix; ſince 
the Presbyterians and Independents are no leſs at variance 


with each other about the Form of their Government, 


than either of them are with the Church of England. But 
proceed; as for the obſervance of 8 Geſture or Habit 
requir d by our Church, or as to the Ceremonies we re- 
tain, never was any yet able to prove them unlawful, 
and ſo long we may fairly account them innocent, and 
conſidering alſo the number of them is ſo ſmall, ſuch was 
the Moderation of our firſt Reformers, they can give no 


juſt cauſe of offence, and therefore are inoffenſive. 


And now, if it has been made to appear that our Form 


of Church Government is preſcrib'd in Scripture, and 


that ſome certain Modes of Religious Worſhip are of ne- 
ceſſity to be obſerv d by us; and that the Magiſtrate has a 
Power of determining theſe Circumſtances not other wile 
order'd in Scripture; and if, as they are already deter- 


min d in our Church, they are highly expedient and uſe- 


ful; and nothing is enjoyn'd but what is innocent and in- 


offenſive; then ought we all to have an hearty Concern 
for the Safety of this our Church, a Church whoſe Con- 
ſtitution in all reſpects is ſo well order d, as to make it the 
ſubject of Admiration amongſt Proteſtants abroad, and 
would do ſo at home too, did not Prejudice and the Inte- 
reit of a Party, diſable ſome, and render others unwilling 
to diſcern any thing in our Communion that can oblige 


them to unite with us. Weought, I ſay, to have a real 


concern for the Security and Preſervation of that Church, 


which under the Divine Providence hath been the ſtrong- 


eſt Bulwark and Defence of the Reform'd Religion in 
this Nation, witneſs the many excellent and ſeaſonable 
Diſcourſes publiſh'd by the worthy Members of her 
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Communion, at a time when Popery and Superſtition 
were threatning to enter in upon us; an evident token of 
that ſincere diſlike and abhorrence our Church has of the 
Romiſh Corruptions, and a clear proof how unworthily 
ſhe has been miſrepreſented, as ſymbolizing with them. 


Let us remember alſo that our Church of England is the 
Preſerver of Order and Solemnity in the Worſhip of 


God, the Promoter of Peace and Quiet in the State, the 


Propagatreſs of ſound Doctrine, the Pillar and Sup- 
port of the true Orthodox Faith. For Confirmation of 
this, we need but reflect upon the times of the late Re- 
bellion, where we cannot but obſerve, when the Church 
was fallen, together with the great Patron and Defender 
of it, what a Deluge of Abſurdities in Religion over- 
{pread the Land, what monſtrous Opinions and Erro- 
ncous Doctrines wEpublickly vented from the Pulpit, 


SY 


and taught the People; as the Pamphlets of thoſe days 


ſufficiently teſtify. And when the Polity both Civil 


and Eccleſiaſtic was new modelld, under a pretence of 
reducing it to a more Chriſtian Form, inſtead of Or- 
der there was Confuſion, inſtead of Government, A- 
narchy, inſtead of aRegular Community of Chriſtians, 


2 Tumultnqus Rabble of Innovators in Religion; yea 


the whole Nation was no other than 2 CHaos, and ne- 
ver found reſt till it had reaſſum d its ancient Form of 
Government both in Church and State. 


For theſe Reaſons is it, vV/z. For preſerving 8 
ple from the Errors, of Popery on the one hand, and 


thoſe of the Sectaries on the other, that our Church is not 
over-fond of a Toleration, not out of an unwilling- 
nels to indulge a well- meaning Diſſenter, but that ſhe 
s truly apprehenſive of what fatal and miſchievous 
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A SERMON Preach'd 


Conſequence a long, and unlimited Toleration may at 
laſt prove to Religion and the Souls of Men. "Tis 
the only viſible Engine that our Enemies-of the Church 
of Rome can uſe, or could with to be employ'd againſt 
us, to the Ruine and Subverſion of all true Religion: 
For altho it be true that no Romiſh Prieſt, if known 
to be ſuch, 1s permitted by our Laws to teach in a Con- 
gregation; yet that he may not do it in diſguiſe, is very 
difficult to prove, ſince 'tts notorious that ſuch Wiles 


and Artifices, ſuch Tricks and Devices have hereto- 


fore been made uſe of. And ſhould any one attempt 
the like thing again in ſome of our Tolerated Meet- 
ing-Houſes, I am apt to think, it would be no very 
difficult matter to poſſeſs his Auditors with what Te- 
ncts he pleas d, conſidering there are two principal 
Cauſes which mightily contribute thereto. The groſs 
Ignorance of the Vulgar, and that full implicit Faith 
they repoſe in their Teachers. Upon theſe not alto- 
gether groundleſs Fears and Jealouſics is it, that our 
Church is not extremely deſirous of a Relaxation of 
thoſe Laws, much leſs that they be evaded which were 
made for her ſecurity : But ſince the Circumſtances of 
our Affairs are ſuch, that the Wiſdom of our Superiors 
has thought it neceſſary, we have nothing more to do 
in this caſe, but to deprecate thoſe Evils, which other- 


wiſe 1n all probability may be the certain and unavoida- 


ble Effects thereof, and to congratulate alſo our Church 


Her preſent ſecurity, which, next to the Good Provi- 


dence of God, ſhe cannot but place in the Favour and 
Protection of a moſt Gracious Princeſs. _— 
But before I diſmiſs this Subject, give me leave to 


reflect upon a common miſtake tending not a little 2 | 
: 3 8 the 


over Zealous about Trifles, and Matters of ſmall mo- 
laudable Qualification; but, as a great Maſter of Rea- Vid. Nor 


; For altho 
indefinite extent, Moderation muſt receive its meaſure 


before the Univerſity of Cambridge. 23 


the prejudice of our Church, and to the diſcourage- 


ment of her beſt affected Members; and that is the 
abus'd Notion of Moderation. 'Tis common to ob- 
ſerve, how they who approve themſelves the molt 
faithful to the Intereſt of the Church, and are the moſt 
Conſcientious in Conforming to the Rules and Orders 
thereof, are Characteriz d as Men of no Moderation, 


ment and concern. | 
Now Moderation in the true Notion of it is a very 


ris Poſtſer 


ſon has well ſhewn, tis very unjuſtly and impertinent- conc. Moe 


ly urg d in the preſent caſe. 


5 o 


it be certain that in things of a large and 


from us, 2.e. proportionably to the goodneſs of the Ob- 
jet ſhould we be affected towards it; yet where the 
Object is already fixed and ſtated in due meaſures, 
there can be no room left for Moderation with relati- 
on to our concern for that Object fo ſtated. 
And this I take to be our Caſe; for if Moderation Lid. Pul- 
be interwoven in the very Conſtitution of our Church, rar + 
how can a juſt eſteem and value for that Conſtitution Ch of Eng 
be blameable? In a word, let us not fear that a due re- 
gard to what the Church has preſcrib'd will ever tend 
to the Ruine and Deſtruction of it; nay it muſt needs 
have the contrary effect; for when Men ſhall perceive 
us hearty and ſincere in the Communion we profeſs , 
the terms whereof were never prov'd unlawful, it will 
induce them to think there 1s polite in our Efta- 
bliſhment, that is not to be contemn'd and ſighted, things 
that are not to be left undone, and this ſeems to be 5 
| molt 
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moſt likely method of gaining them over to our 
Church, and of promoting that Unity we pray for in 
the Collett for this Day, with which I ſhall conclude. 
O Almighty God, who haſt built thy Church upon the 
Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Feſus Chriſt 
himſelf being the Head- corner Stone ; Grant us ſo to be 
= joyned together in Unity of Spirit by their Doctrine, 
that we may be made an Holy Temple acceptable unto 
thee, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 
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T4 As ERM ON Preach d 
moſt likely method of gaining them over to out 
Church, and of promoting that Unity we pray for in 

the Collett for this Day, with which I ſhall conclude 

O Almighty God, who haſt built thy Church upon the 
Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Feſus Chriſt 

_ himſelf being the Head-corner Stone; Grant us ſo to be 

- joyned together in Unity of Spirit by their Doctrine, 
that we may be made an Holy Temple acceptable unte 

thee, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


THE END. 


